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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the ews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 12. 


HIS chapter contains an account of a strange insti- 
‘iff tution called the Pafsover, in the establifhment ot 
which the Jewifh God appears in his ufual defective cha- 
rater with circumf{cribed powers, and like finite beings 
standing in need of hints and tokens of recollection to 
enable him to perform his duty. ‘The blood was {prink- 
led upon the posts of the doors to mark a distinétion be- 
tween the objects of his mercy and the objeéts of his ven- 
geance. Does any believer in revelation imagine that 
fuch previou® arrangements were neceflary to guile the 
destroying footsteps of the most high? If fo they must 
have as poor an opinion of the powers of their God as 
they have of their own, and in fuch cafe divinity dwin- 
dles into manhood, and the charafter of genuine. Theifm 
is lost in the imperfe€tions of human nature. The first 
exceptionable particular contained in this chapter is in 
thefe words, verfe roth. .“ And ye -fhall let nothing of ic 
remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of 
it until the morning ye fhall burn with fire.” Such a 
foolifh contradiction upon a trifling fubje€&t would not be 
worth notice, were it not that every ablurdity proves 
want of divinity and fhews that this book is an impoft- 
tion vpon the world. In the first place, of the lambs 
or goats which they cooked, they were to let nothing re- 
main; in the next place what did remain they were to 
burn with fire. Now the great question to believers is 
this, how much of a thing remains where nothing re- 
mains ? Solve this and ye thall be called great 
mathematicians and Philosophers. It is however holy 
writ, and as {uch we have no reafon to expeét either cor- 
re&tnefs or confistency. In the 23d verie of this chap- 
ter there is mention made of that mark of recollection of 
which we have already fpoken, and which was to ferve as 
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a dire&tion to the Jewifh God in his intended flaughter. 
« And when he feeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the 
two fide-posts the Lord will pafs over the door.” Fine 
reprelentation this of infinite wifdom; worthy of igno- 
rance to propagate and fuperstition to believe! After 
God had drowned the world, he fet a rainbow in the cloud 
to remind him that he ought not do the like thing again. 
}ere he orders blood to be {prinkled upon the doors to 
prevent mistakes, and guard the lives of his chofen peo- 
ple against the vengeance that awaited their enemies. 
Such ideas and defcriptions of divine power must have 
originated in days of -datknefs and of fuperftition ; they 
stainp with ignorance and with infamy any book in which 
they are found, and they will become hereafter, to the 
refleQing mind of man, perpetual mementoes against fu- 
perstition, and religious folly of every kimd whatever. 
[t appears by the 2gth verfe of this chapter, that God once 
more stretcheth forth his all destroying hand against the 
Royal Tyrant of Egypt, and ‘miteth the first born from 
monarch on his throne down to the captive in the dunge- 
on. Inthe 5th verfe of the preceding chapter, this fa- 
vage flaughter of children is predited. ‘* And all the 
first-born in theland of Egypt thall die, from the first 
born of Pharaoh that fitteth upon his throne, even unto 
the first-born of the maid-fervant that is behind the mill.” 
Who this maid was behind the mill nobody knows; were 
it not that her first-born alfo was included in the ‘bloody 
decree, it might be prefumed that fhe was one of Mofes’s 
{weethearts, or that fhe was another female charaéter 
fimilar to the Virgin Mary, with charms to command ce- 
lestial attachment, and excite the amorous overtures of 
the Jewith Jupiter himfelf. Be this as it may, the ac- 
count fhows to what contempuble particulars this book 
defeends. What has a girl fitting with her baby behind 
2 mill to do with divii-e revelation? Perhaps it wasatype 
or fhadow of fomething to come, and if fo, the wildom of 
Christian comentators will be abundantly competent toa 
fatisfa€tory expofition. But itis much more important 
for believers to explain the reafons of Jehovah's conduét, 
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and exculpate their God from the just charge of cruelty, 
injustice and murder. Lice, frogs, flies, blood, fury and 
vengeance, were fent forth upon the Egyptian king, to 
induce him to let the chofen people of God depart ; divime 
efforts were repeated over and over again to produce an 
effe&t which God by a fingle command, by one folitary 
aét of power could have accomplifhed in a moment. Be- 
lievers in revelation will ye pafs once more in review 
thefe miraculous tales of antiquity and then afk the quef- 
tion whether you fee in them ought but ignorance and 
fuperstition on the one hand ; and on the other incompe- 
tence of divine power united with folly, cruelty and 
murder. A fingle fentiment of moral truth which teaches 
man fympathy benevolence and juitice is worth a thou- 
fand pages of {uch miferable and contemptible stuff. 


a - 
TO THE EDITOR. 


More of Human Reason. 





“Reafon,” fays a believer to an infidely. “ is a-deceitful 
- and blind guide, and in fpiritual concerns will infalliably 
lead to destru&tion.” ‘* How are you aflured of it?” fays 
the other—* to which of my faculties is this addreffed ? 
Does reafon by exercifing its own powers difcover its 
own treachery ? If fo, does, it not in the act of commu- 
nicating give the lie direct to the fentiment ? If your rea. 
fon can fo clearly difcern that it is obfcured; it cannot 
furely be that very blind guide you would reprefent it.—— 
If it cannot fo difcern, the affertion is evidently made at 
random, and requires examination.”—“ I am enabled, 
(replies the believer,) to fee f{piritually, and you only car- 
nally—your mind is net yet endued with divine grace, 
and until an inward change is effected, which cannot be 
wrought but by God hiimfelf, you cannot perceive the 
force of what is addrefsed to you.u—Be not however led 
a"ray by the fubtle and fpecious arts of fophifiry ; but 
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believe, and truf{in God to work the change in your 
heart at his own good pleafure.”” 

Now one of thefe beings makes a ferious and folemn 
affertion which the other verily difbelieves and denies. — 
Suppofiag them both equally honeft and fincere (for the 
unbeliever cannot furely be cenfurable for not ufing that 
when the believer tells him he has not and cannot have 
ill God fends it) how is their difference of opinion to b2 

canvafled, and the error corrected? With what mental 
powers are they refpectively to fet about the enquiry ? Is 
the truth of the queftion to be on both fides—examined 
by the help of reafon or without it, or with fome other and 
what faculty? Or is one party (who has nothing better) 
to exercile his fingle talent on the occafion, while the 
other eppofes to it a power which to reafon is declared 
iacomprehenfible. If the carnal man and the fpiritual 
are conveying their thoughts through a different medium, 
how can they ever come toa point ? and where is the 
utility of the latter’s fowing where nothing can be reaped, 
or in other words, of cafting pearls before {wine? For 
the {piritual man fays, the carnal one, cannot underftand 
him when he fpeaks the truth {ptritually, though accord. 
ing to his own account, he is at the iame moment oppol- 
ing toamere human faculty, one that partakes of the di- 
vine, 

If a book called profane be put into the hands of a f{tran- 
ger, it will be admitted that he is to examine it with his 
natiral underftanding; but how is he to a& when the 
bible is produced to him, particularly when informed by 
the human producer, that it is a divine communication 

id not to be examined like prodystions merely human? 

v is he tofet about confic dering that to the proper exa- 
tion whereof his reafon is declared incompetent? 

. ne with his unafsifted faculties to examine a: id judge 
of it as well as he can until he hears exprefs from Hea- 
ven witn better, or is he torely implicitly on human in- 
tellizence which accompanies it, and lay down or lock 
up the book till celeftial optics are given for the purpofe ? 
Tac contents ef the bible being firit received througa the. 
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fame channels as thofe of any other work, can the rea- 
fon of a believer, like the ftops of an organ, be fhoved 
afide and the faculty fitted for this occult fludy in- 
troduced at pleafure into its room ?—The See 
books of the Old and New Teftament muft no doubt bs 
read with the fpiritual faculty and the uncanonical apo- 
.crypha with the natural, but how fuddenly to convey 
the matter of thefe refpeCtive works through the eyes 
and ears of their readers to the appropriated powers of 
the mind is the difficuly.—Is there in the bible (dictated 
asis faid by God) any paflage fignifying that the under. 
ftanding of its readers fhall not take cognizance of its fen- 

timents, and if fuch fhould (upon fpiritualizing fomething — 
for the purpofe) be found in it how can reafon,. while it 
reads, avoid controverting the pofition and refuling to 
knuckle to a ufurper ?—To what faculty of the human 
mind is the bible fuppofed originally to have been addre(s- 
ed? How can it be a revelation to man, if it mutt {teer. 
clear of his reafon as a fhip avoids a fhoal? If it be not. 
intended to be examined by the faculty which diftin.. 
guifhes man from brute, why is it not as fit to be addrefl- 
edto brutes as to men? If the prime and effential qua- 
lity of man is not to meddle with it, why is it addrefsed 
to man in particular?—We are not it is faid, to examine 
a divine communication with a human and imperteé un- 
deritanding. How then muft it be examined? We can- 
not do it with any thing divine, and if not cognizable by 
human reafon, why muft it be examined with fomething 
inferior to reafon which is ftill human ?—If there be any 
fault in examining a divine prefent with human powers, 
with whom do believers contend that fuech fault origi- 

nates? It is faid to have been revealed for the benefit 
of human finners, who neverthelefs are declared incapa- 
ble of reading it to any purpofe until they can fend to 
Heaven for {pe&tacles.—If the book is not to be examin- 
ed by unafsifted human faculties, why has the fappoled 
revelation been made to human beings, or why did not a 
divine key or gloflary accompany it ? 

The truth is, that this fame thing called a piidietion 








270 


is, according to the believer’s own account of it, not a 
thing revealed or made plain; but fomething placed by 
God in the fight of man requiring abundance of explana- 
tion, which neverthelefs cannot be had—without further 
fupernatural afsiftance. This fame fupernatural affift- 
ance too, of which (though faid to be given for the im- 
portant purpofe of expounding God’s word to his crea- 
tures) no proof has ever been exhibited, caufes its pre- 
tended poffeffors to put different and contradi¢tory con- 
{tructions upon the fame divine paflages (thereby increaf- 
ing the difliculty) and in effect to charge each other as 
in admen or impeftors.—They are unanimous only (where 
they cannot help it) in failing to produce evidence of 
heir authority, and yet arrogantly claim from their fel- 
low mortals a blind and pafsive affent to all their jarring 
and inconfiftent affertions, taking fire even at the expref- 
fion of adoubt. A fyftem of religion thus aiming to fub- 
vert Heaven’s best gift to man, and involved in fuch a 
budget of abfurdity, is at war with every attribute of di- 
vinity and delerves the folemn reprobdation of every up- 


right mind. 





ne — 





Extracts from the Ancient Records of Massachusetts. 


Jofiah Plaiftowe, for ftealing four bafkets of corn from 
the Indians, is ordered to return them eight bafkets, to 
be fined five pounds, and hereafter to be called by the 
name of Jofias, and not Mr. as formerly he ufed to be. 

Serjeant Perkins, ordered to carry forty tufts to the 
fort, for being drunk. 

Edward Palmer, for his extortion in taking two pounds 
thirteen fhillings and four penee, for the wood work of 
Botton ftocks, is fined four pounds, and ordered to be fet 
one hour in the ftocks. 

Captain Lovel, admomifhed to take heed of light car- 
riage. 

Thomas Petit, for fulpicion of flander, idlenefs, and 
ftubbornefs, is fentenced to be feverely whipped, and to 


be kept in hold. 
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Catherine the wife of Richard Cornith, was found ful. 
picious of incontinency, and ferioufly admonifhed to take 
heed. 

Daniel Clarke, found to be an immoderate drinker, 
was fined forty fhillings. 

John Wedgewood, for being in the company of drunk- 
ards, to be fet in the ftocks. 

John Kitchen, for fhewing books which he was com- 
manded to bring to the governor, and forbid to fhew them 
to any other, and yet fhewed them, was fined ten fhil- 
lings. 

“Robert Shorthose, for fwearing by the blood of God, 
was fentenced to have his tongue put into a cleft ftick, 
and to ftand fo for the fpace of halfan hour. 
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Profession of Fath from Rousseau, continued. 





On the contrary, the ferenity of the jul is internal, his 
Imiles are not thofe of malignity but of joy : The fource 
of them is found in himfelf, and he is as chearful when 
alone, as in the midft of an afflembly: he derives not 
contentment from thofe who approach him, but com- 
municates it to them. 

Caft your eye over the feveral nations of the world, 
take a retrofpe€tive view of their hiftories. Amiidft all 
the many inhuman and abfurd froms of worfhip, amid!t 
all the. prodigious diverfity of manners and claratters, 
ycu will every where find the fame ideas of juftice and 
honefty, the fame notions of good and evil. Ancient 
paganifm adopted the moft abominable deities, which it 
would have punifhed on earth as infamous criminals; 
deities that prefented no other picture of fupreme happi- 
nefs, than the commiffions of crimes and the gratification 
oftheir pafsions. But vice, armed even with facred au- 
thority, defcended in vain, on earth ; moral inftiné&t infle- 
enced the human heart to revolt againfi it. Even in 
celebrating the debaucheries of Jupiter, the world admir- 
ed and refpe€ted the continence of Zenocrates ; the 
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chafte Lucretia adored. the’ impudent Venus ;the intrepid 
Roman facrificed to Fear; theyinvoketl the God wiiodif: 
abled his father, and yet died without murmuring by the 
hand of'theirs ; the moft contemptible divinities were.a- 
dored by the nobleft of men. The voice of nature more 
powerful than thatof the Gods, madevitfelf refpeéted on 
earth, and feemed to have banifhed vice'to Heaven..- 

There evidently exilts, therefore, in the’ foul-of man, 
an innate principle ofjaftice and:goodnefs ;: by:whichysin 
{pite of-our own maxims, we approve or ‘condémm the-ac- 
tions of ourlelves, and others: to this principle it is that I 
give the appellation of confcience.) «°°: 

At this avord, however, [hear'the clamour of. ‘our me: 
taphysicians ; who all exclaim about tle miftakes ofinfans 
cy, and the prejudices of education. There is nothing, 
they fay, in the humun mind but what is ‘inftilled by ex- 
perience ; nor can we-judge.of any--thing but fromthe 
ideas we have acquired. Nay, they go farther, and ventire 
to reject the univerfal fenfe of all nations ; feekin 
‘obfcure example known only to themfelves,. to ‘con viet 
this striking uniformity in the judgment of mahkind ; 

* To be continued... 
a 
*.* Discourses concerning the principles and fests 9 of 
the Cc hriftian Religion, will be, delivered every Su 
evening at the Afsem bly- Room, No. 68, W illiam- ft 4 
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‘country will pleafe to traniimit their feveral dues by ‘pott, 
or otherw ife as may be. mot convenient, . 


Negue Tork : Publish = every ‘Saturday, by ELINU 
PALMER, ‘No: 26) Chathamestreet. » Price “Two 
‘Dolitts. per ann. paid § in advande. 1 Pw 























